THE RELIEF OF THE ALCAZAR AT TOLEDO

to have taken that road since It had been cleared of Reds.

General Franco used cavalry for these mountain opera-
tions, and they were a great success. Two brigades of
cavalry with one brigade of mechanised and lorry-carried
riflemen composed the forces of General (then Colonel)
Monasteries Their first feat was to capture the Red
positions at the Puerto del Pico. Here the road runs
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through a series of narrow defiles, till just before it takes
the plunge down the pass to reach, miles away, the Tagus
valley and Talavera, it passes between two immense
shoulders of rock which tower two hundred feet above
its level. It was a position which could have been held
by a hundred men against a brigade. The Reds had
placed artillery, which they had hoisted with immense
difficulty, on the two shoulders of rock? and thus com-
manded the winding road and the defiles for some eight
miles. On the road itself elaborate defence positions had
been built and were occupied by some five hundred men.
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